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The convener of the Faculty Senate meeting was Dr. Michael Bates who opened with a few 

welcoming comments. Immediately following, Chancellor Laurence Alexander made mention of 

the following items: 

 

 Federal Government Shutdown (Stressed that we should remain sensitive to these 

employees needs and their offices that were affected by the shutdown).   

 He would try to have a Cabinet Meeting weekly to discuss needs. 

 Governor Beebe was on campus last week to give $750,000 for STEM building. 

 $255,000 for 1890 Matching Fund will be given Thursday. 

 Dates have been set-up and he will begin to visit with the schools/departments to talk 

about issues regarding each unit. 

 Two new positions instituted: 1) Institutional Advancement and 2) Enrollment 

Management persons will be hired. 

 Currently, there is a 7 ½ percent enrollment decline. 

 Hiring freeze still on, excluding revenue enhancement and recruitment, and maybe 

occasionally a teacher 

 Has not decided specifically where cuts will be 

 Challenge UAPB to increase enrollment to 4,000 over next couple of years 

 Plan to make additional hires in recruitment to diversify the staff 

 Will be going to D.C. soon and has contacted the alumni chair for an audience to speak 

about UAPB. 

 Stated he talks to Dr. Bates often about Senate issues presented. Will be working on pay 

issues. Can do some things to improve things even though everyone will never be happy. 

 

Dr. Bates called the roll after the chancellor’s comments were concluded and then asked for a 

presentation from the Athletic Committee.  Dr. Mary Brentley and Mr. Lonza Hardy were the 

representatives. Accompanying them were Ms. Alyse Wells-Kilbert and Ms. Nancy Lake.  Dr. 

Brentley explained what was going on by saying that today’s presentation resulted from a phone 

call from Dr. Bates regarding athletic issues that were occurring this semester. Dr. Brentley, 

along with Mr. Hardy, Ms. Alyse Wells-Gilbert and Ms. Nancy Lake made a comments 

regarding athletic certification, the dissemination of official information from Athletics, a 

procedures manual, the academic status and performance of our athletes, steps being taken to 

address the academic assistance being given to athletes and an explanation of compliance issues 

that occurred this semester (especially during the ASU game). One main point that Mr. Hardy 

stressed was that the compliance officer had done her job, by not allowing ineligible players to 

play and because of the reduction in players, the team suffered. 

 

Mr. Hardy stated that students are accomplishing what they are supposed to be accomplishing. 

We have 16 sports on campus. He indicated that we have (45 vs. 12) ineligible players. 
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Ms. Nancy Lake stated that we have 14 teams and over 200 athletes. Plans are to make sure 

faculty/staff have information needed. Goal is to look at students semester by semester regarding 

eligibility. 

 

Ms. Wells-Kilbert mentioned the Student Academic Resource Center that is currently available 

for athletes.  This Center works with faculty to offset athletes from becoming ineligible.  Grades 

First Early Alert System for athletes is also in place. 

 

Dr. Brentley stated that the Athletic Committee meets every 3
rd

 Tuesday in Corbin Hall, Room 

136. 

 

Campus Security was addressed by Mr. Elbert Bennett and Chief Maxcie Thomas. They had 

been invited by the Senate to give updated information concerning campus security, student 

enrollment and retention plans, academic scholarship, etc. Mr. Bennett yielded the floor to Chief 

Thomas. Chief Thomas first spoke on (at the request of Dr. Sederick Rice) the recent incident 

that had occurred at the Washington Naval Yard—where there had been a shooting incident 

resulting from a mentally ill person entering the facility who shouldn’t have.  

 

Chief Thomas stated that the University is in partnership with the Pine Bluff Police Department 

and State Troopers. A plan is in place now for security reference a crisis. The Public Safety 

Handbook is online and “RAVE” alert notification is in place. UAPB has 223 cameras on live, 

but we do need additional lighting.  

 

Chief Thomas also mentioned that the armed robbery of 5 UAPB students turned out positive, 

mainly due to one student thinking quickly. 

 

Enrollment, Retention, Financial Aid Report—Mrs. Pauline Thomas, Mrs. Erica Fulton, Mrs. 

Janice Kearney and Mr. Elbert Bennett were the individuals invited to address this topic.  Mrs. 

Fulton game enrollment totals as being: 

   

  2,615    Total Enrollment 

 

568 New Freshmen (down from last year’s 575, representing a 

1% decrease) 

 

UAPB has the largest decrease in the state of Arkansas. Four years ago, student enrollment was 

3,792 in 2009.  We have lost 1177 students since that time. In 2009, there were 977 new 

freshmen. Mrs. Fulton presented the statistics for the last four years, as reflected below: 

 

  2010    3,428  (977 new freshmen) 

 

  2011    3,188  (802 new freshmen) 

 

  2012    2,828  (677 new freshmen) 

 

  2013    2,615  (575 new freshmen) 
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These figures reflect both graduate and undergraduate students.  

 

Mrs. Kearney’s comments were: 

 

 Great news that Federal Government Shutdown did not affect Student Financial Services 

and the aid granted to students! 

 3,464 students have been awarded—however, all did not show up 

 Hard part of job is getting students to get proper information in 

 1,200 students have been given bookstore credit 

 Online Award Letters available 

 2,308 student refunds processed 

 No longer use paper checks 

 Regarding the work in Financial Aid, every year some things change. 

 UAPB is a red flag school for student default rate on financial aid payments. The rate 

exceeds the graduation rate. 

 

Mrs. Kearney also later contacted Dr. Bates and requested that the minutes reflect that she had 

missed one point—“We typically process refunds once a week. Because we were sensitive to the 

fact of how important our students’ financial resources are to them, we processed refunds twice 

during the week ending October 4 to include the Arkansas Academic Challenge scholarship and 

Arkansas Go Grant.” 

 

Mr. Robert Walls addressed the following: 

 

 Pest (especially spiders and bugs). Contact has been made with Orkin. Spiders are a task. 

Mosquitos follow light. Standing water presents a follow for them as well. Eating on desk 

attracts some pest. Asked that faculty/staff please clean up crumbs, etc.  

 Maintenance is doing all that they can. 

 

Dr. Mary Benjamin addressed Academic Updates: 

 

 Thanked everyone for being present 

 Indicated that on tomorrow, the Accreditation for the School of Business and 

Management would occur 

 Passed out a handout, “The Open Pathway” and gave an explanation of it, with the main 

point being UAPB’s request had been approved as being one of the schools that could 

choose this path for accreditation purposes  

 Reference online courses—two proposals are on the desk at ADHE: 1) Associate of 

General Studies and Addiction Studies (Master’s) 

 

Dr. Ellen Eddings presented a New Course Request for SPED 2200, Survey of Exceptional 

Children and SPED 2210, Introduction to Learners with Special Needs.  Twenty-four (24) 

senators were present. Mr. O. C. Duffy moved that we accept the recommendation made by Dr. 
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Ellen Eddings regarding SPED 2200 Survey of Exceptional Children as a new course. It was 

seconded and the motion carried. 

 

Ms. Julie Hadley moved that the request of Dr. Ellen Eddings for SPED 2210 Intro to Learners 

with Special Needs as a new course be accepted. Mr. O. C. Duffy seconded and the motion 

carried. 

 

Dr. Bates indicated that a compensation committee request was upcoming.  It was then moved 

and seconded that the meeting be adjourned. 


